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The Indian Poetic Tradition &° @é&) 328 edoarso:
A Word of Warning

My soul, I tell you, watch out. Don’t take up with that cow-
herd.

Whose skin is the hue of fresh rain clouds, the one who pas-
tures

His herd in Vrindavana. He’s shrewd. He'll charm you first
with his smile,

Then his looks. Your senses will fail, and then oblivion.
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of you, by you
this may not be.

But it’s to me you've come today.

Apt upon my tongue
have you begotten
mighty poems!
Through me you sing
of your self

my lord of Vaikuntha!
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Yes, he is the First.
Of that he has himself assured me.

Entering my tongue of fine poetry

he has made me sing of him, to those pure
who stand first in his worship.

The first word on my lips is ‘father’

How can I ever forget him?
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It seems to weep beside me
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The Place of My Guru

This is not a goodbye. I'm letting the world know I'm
here.
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I hope I will come back again and again.

The scent of each spring lasts until the next one arrives.
My Guru’s yard.

My journey until now, and all my future journeys

Get to the root of this tree

Let the leaves shed in my journey turn sweet

I wonder how long my guru walked on this sand!
It was under this shade that he met his disciples,
I sit here tossed by the waves of milky nights
Longing for the song of a bird

The Bheeshma of our times is here
‘Silence is not an ornament in difficult times” he said
True, he touched the soul of Bheema, the rebel

Oh! Great poetic culture!

You have expatriated the rajneethi down the ages that
once expatriated the poets

Let me draw a drop of oil

From your ‘chakk’

Let me light it up.
I stay here bearing the scent of the spring yearning to
touch

The quill pen that was used by our first poet.
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He that is drowned in God wishes to be more drowned.
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Just as the heart becomes carefree
in a place of green, growing plants
goodwill and kindness are born

when our souls enter happiness.
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So, quickly, increase your need, needy one,
that the sea of abundance

may surge up in loving kindness.
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Don't seek water, increase your thirst,

so water may gush forth from above and below.
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Trust in God is the best livelihood.
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We shall not reach the goal one by one but in twos
Knowing each other in twos we shall all know one another
We shall all love one another and our children will laugh

At the somber legend in which a lonely man is weeping
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AR, PO TS s DHRERS Ao She Walks in Beauty (1814)
S0,

She Walks in Beauty

She walks in beauty, like the night

Of cloudless climes and starry skies;
And all that’s best of dark and bright
Meet in her aspect and her eyes

Thus mellowd to that tender light
Which heaven to gaudy day denies.

One shade the more, one ray the less,
Had half impaird the nameless grace
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Which waves in every raven tress,

Or softly lightens oer her face;

Where thoughts serenely sweet express
How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.

And on that cheek, and oer that brow,
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent,

The smiles that win, the tints that glow,
But tell of days in goodness spent,

A mind at peace with all below,

A heart whose love is innocently
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